
Watchlytes EYFS Forest School Progression of Knowledge and skills and vocabulary 2023/2024.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Shelter
building

To understand the importance of moving
wood safely
To be able to move and position wood safely.
wood drag build den shelter

To understand what type of wood is
needed to create a shelter.
To differentiate between logs, sticks and
branches
Logs stick branch

To understand how dens can be used to keep us
sheltered from rain and wind.
To support an adult in building an A frame tarpaulin
shelter
Tarpaulin rope peg

Knots To understand that you can attach wool to an
object.
To wind wool or string around an object.
Wind string wool fix join

To understand how lashings can be used to attach sticks together
To begin to use lashings independently to fix two sticks together.
Lashing up over under around through

Fire To understand what
the fire circle is used
for.
To not enter the fire
circle at any time.
Fire circle

To understand fire
can be dangerous
and needs to be
managed to keep
us safe.
To step behind the
log when needing to
move around the
fire circle
Log fire flame

To begin to
understand how the
elements can affect
a fire
To help extinguish a
fire
To be able to get
into the respect
position
Extinguish respect
position

To begin to
understand the fire
triangle.
To be able to name
one part of the fire
triangle (oxygen,
fuel or heat)

To understand how
to hold a skewer
safely over a fire.
To be able to roast a
marshmallow and
wait 20 seconds
before eating it.
Skewer
marshmallow roast
s’more

To understand thin, dry
sticks are needed to ignite
a fire.
To collect thin, dry sticks for
a fire
Wet dry thin ignite

Tools To understand that
tools can be
dangerous and need
to be used safely.

To use a hammer
safely to hammer
nails into a pumpkin
Hammer
Nail gently

To understand how to use a peeler safely.
To be able to de bark a stick
Peeler bark stick away tool zone blade
handle glove helper hand

To understand how
to use loppers safely.
To understand
loppers can only be
used to cut small
branches.
To use loppers to cut
small branches
To use hammers for
hapa zome art.
Loppers thickness

To understand the purpose
of a palm drill
To use a palm drill to cut a
hole through a thin wood
cookie.
Drill board palm twist push

Environment ITo know the forest To understand how To understand how To begin to To be able to identify To understand our impact
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school rules - We look
after each other and
the environment.
Being able to identify
the boundary lines and
their purpose.
Boundary line safe

to keep wildlife safe
whilst observing.
To observe and
identify some
wildlife.
Minibeasts worms
snails spiders
animals birds

we can protect and
support wildlife
To make bird
feeders
Environment wild
seeds food winter

understand what
plants need to be
able to grow.
To be able to plant
seeds and bulbs
Seeds bulbs grow
spring flowers

at least two types of
fauna.
To create a bug hotel
Dandelion daisy cow
parsley nettle
bramble

on the environment.
To avoid stepping on or
pulling up flowers and
plants.
Seasons summer heat
squash damage


