
Watchlytes Forest School Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary.

KS1 LKS2 UKS2

Shelter
building

To understand which tools and materials are
appropriate to use for a tarpaulin shelter and
wooden den.

To build an enclosed shelter

To thread rope through the eyes of a tarpaulin.

Vertical diagonal enclosed survival protection

To understand how to make a den more
stable and the dangers of an unstable
shelter.

Uo use a timber hitch to help put up a
ridge line for a tarpaulin shelter.

To begin to be able to build with wood
vertically, creating a wood den against a
tree.

Timber hitch knot

To understand how a Y stick can be used to create
a den. To understand which materials are optimum
for den building e.g non frayed rope, solid, sturdy
wood.

To erect tarpaulin shelters with little adult support.

To create free standing dens independent from
trees.

slack taut tension

knots To understand that different knots are used for
different circumstances.

To begin to use a simple half hitch

To build on lashing and introduce frapping
techniques to make a range of crafts

Half hitch lashing equipment frapping

To understand when a timber hitch is
used (dragging wood, erecting a shelter)

To understand which ropes should be
used for different circumstances.

To use a timber hitch when putting up a
tarpaulin shelter or dragging wood.

Timber hitch knot drag

To understand how to create an overhand loop
(joanna jellyfish) and round turn and 2 half
hitches/slip knots.

To be able to use known knots effectively and
independently

Slip knot overhand loop two half hitch

Fire To know the three elements of the fire triangle.

To begin to use flint and steel to create a
spark.

Flint steel dragon sneeze

To know how to safely light, protect and
extinguish a fairy fire.

To collect wood and build a waffle layer
for a fire

To use flint and steel to create a fairy
fire

Fairy fire waffle layer striker

To understand how to build, protect and extinguish
a fire and which elements can affect the safety of a
fire such as uneven ground, soil types and
weather conditions.

To build and light a campfire

To explore different cooking methods on a
campfire, supported by forest school leaders.

Bake fry, toast boil roast



Watchlytes Forest School Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary.

Tools To understand tools are to be used safely and
for a particular purpose.

To use peelers, palm drills, hammers and
loppers with increasing independence.

Safety, tool talk

To understand how the right stick can
make turning a scotch-eye auger easier
.
To understand the need for wearing
safety gloves and the correct hand
positioning whilst sawing.

To use an auger to create holes in
natural materials.

To use a saw safely

Bowsaw saw horse teeth

To understand how to use a sheath knife safely
including storage.

To understand the rules of communication when
using a billhook in pairs.

To use a sheath knife to whittle wood.

To use a billhook and mallet to split wood.

Whittle sheath knife split mallet communication

environment To understand the difference between
mammals, birds, reptiles and minibeasts.

To be able to name a variety of birds,
mammals and minibeasts.

Fox badger pigeon magpies crows squirrels
frogs mammal reptiles minibeast

To know the difference between flora
and fauna and be able to identify it
using ID cards

To identify and name 3 native trees

Flora fauna deciduous evergreen
coniferous ash maple lime poplar fir oak
sycamore

To understand how humans can have a negative
and positive ecological impact on any natural
environment.

To assess how we affect our forest school site
through regular use.

Geology ecology ecosystem conservation
maintain erosion


